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President�s Letter 

From WAES President Chase Kimball  
 

   Adrianne’s life has always been filled with animals – her parents bred Doberman 
Pinchers, and she grew up learning about animal husbandry first hand; feeding puppies, 
cleaning kennels and caring for the dogs. Besides the dogs, there were two squirrel 
monkeys, two tortoises that made walking barefoot at night not advisable, and her Dad’s 
several tanks full of freshwater fishes. Then there were the various orphans needing 
assistance - mostly birds. These were rescued, fed, and released. 
    After her family moved to New Jersey, more animals joined the ‘zoo’ – cats (“they 
found US…”), geese and ducks, and even a skunk purchased from a pet shop. “He was 
fun – we taught him to sit up, come when called and walk on a harness and leash” 
Adrianne recalls. “You could hear necks snapping as folks did a ‘double take’ after they 
realized it was NOT a cat.”                                       (Much more on the WAES Web Site) 
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Introducing the following 
wonderful birds: 
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Reubon - Umbrella Cockatoo  
Reubon is a 5 year Umbrella cockatoo who spent his entire life in a pet store from Southern Utah. He is a 
very active and playful bird but tends to nip and bite when he doesn't get his way. His favorite game is 
trying to make you jump, so having him on the floor isn't a good idea. He does has some plucking issues that 
we're trying to resolve while in rescue, however, there's a possibility that his feathers may not grow back. 
He does talk, says "Hello!, I'm a naughty bird" and various other things. He has responded well to positive 
reinforcement training and seems to understand the concept. He is handleable and seems to take to new 
people rather well. Reubon was brought into rescue without a cage or any supplies to accommodate him. 
Vet results: Pending.                       Adoption fee: $350.00 
 

Sabine - Female Eclectus      
Sabine is a 9 year old female Eclectus is perfect feather. She was raised as a baby by her previous owner, 
however, a change in circumstances prompted her to turn her into rescue for placement. She does talk 
and seems quite affectionate with the person she bonds to. She doesn't typically play with toys and eats a 
variety of foods including fresh vegetables, pellet and fruit. She does come with a cal cage. Vet results: 
Pending.        Adoption fee: $350.00 

 

Bonk - Citron Crested Cockatoo  
We think Bonk is a girl. What she lacks in appearance, she makes up for with a huge personality. 
Although she has shown improvement with her feather barbering, she has a few areas that might 
have permanent follicle damage. Bonk has a big vocabulary for a cockatoo. She says "I'm an eagle", 
and "Bonka-Bird", meows like a cat, and makes a variety of cute noises and whistles. She even tries 
to sing along with the radio sometimes. She seems to be a happy bird, and only has occasional 
screaming outbursts like a typical cockatoo. She is a very good eater especially if it's warm and soft. 
The only downfall is that she does not like men and will go out of her way to bite them if she can. 
Bonk tends to be a one-person bird picking a female as her one and only to love to cuddle with. She 
is a little bossy with other birds, but doesn not seem outright agressive toward them. Vet results: 
Normal                               Adoption fee: $250.00 

 

AFA Convention August 5 - 8  
Please join us for the 35th annual convention of the American Federation of Aviculture in Houston, TX on August 5 - 8, 2009.  Early 
registration ends June 18th.  Please go to the website:   
http://www.afabirds.org/2009_Convention/index.shtml   
to register and see the list of speakers.  Donations of bird-related items for the raffle tables are welcomed and needed. 

����������	
����
Picnic with your parrot and WAES friends.  
  
Join us for the WAES annual picnic on Sunday August 16th 
  
This will take place in Sandy – the address will be on your August postcard. 
Please sign up to bring a salad or desert and the board will bring the drinks.  
Let me know what you are bringing at: Rademan_2000@yahoo.com   so we can make  sure we have all that is needed, or if you don’t 
know surprise us with a pot luck. 
We will have hamburgers hotdogs and pulled pork. 
(Courtesy of Cari and Gregg Anders who is also providing the venue. 
What would WAES do without wonderful support like this?) 
                           Please be there WAES members 
And if you are not a member come meet us and see what WAES is about and meet some of the amazing  parrots that is the reason for this 
club.   
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Thank You Audrey Hollaar for the snack food last 
month 
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CAGE ISSUES – 
Choosing the Perfect Home for  

Your Feathered Friend   
Liz Wilson, CVT, CPBC 

 
 There seems to be little discussion on the subject of cages, which is unfortunate. After all, the purchase of a cage is secondary in 
importance only to the choice of which species of bird to get – and a cage accounts for a large percentage of the start-up costs of bird ownership. 
But a variety of obstacles exist for anyone who wishes to purchase a cage, ranging from the extraordinary diversity on the market, to the plethora of 
advice offered by pet stores, internet lists, to apparently anyone who had a friend, relative or neighbour who owned a bird! 
 Therefore, the purpose of this article is to fight our way through all this stuff and come up with some simple guidelines to assist in dealing 
with the often-confusing world of birdcages. After all, your bird’s cage will be its home for hopefully many years. So the choice should be based on 
a wide variety of factors, including size, style, composition, cleanliness, safety and cost. 
 
Size (or, Bigger is Better) 
 In my view, too many cages on the market are unfit for any live animal. For instance, I detest what I call “tube cages”, that are only 30 
cm. (12 inches) in diameter, but a meter high. Birds do not fly straight up and down like a helicopter, so for exercise purposes, the dimension that 
matters is the horizontal space a cage offers, not its height. I liken these tube cages to someone having to live in a walk-in closet that is three 
stories high. But people apparently like these cages because the height provides the illusion of size without encroaching on the space for human 
habitation. (Heaven forbid that humans should have to give up living space, after all!) 
 The rule of thumb with cage sizes is to purchase the largest cage you can afford. However, if you cannot afford a cage that is large 
enough to comfortably house the species you want, then you should not get that species of bird. Simple. For instance, if you can barely fit yourself 
into your tiny flat, then do not consider anything but the smallest species of birds on the market. It is definitely abusive to force a bird to live in too 
small a cage.  
 So what is the right size, you ask? In my opinion, if a bird never comes out of its cage to fly and exercise, it needs a horizontal space of 
2-3 times the wingspan in width and depth. For example: 

�� Small species (budgerigars, canaries, cockatiels, etc.) – 60 cm. (2 ft) by 90 cm. (3 ft).  
�� Medium-sized parrots (Amazons, greys and small cockatoos) – 90 cm. (3 ft.) by 135 cm. (4½ ft.).  
�� Large macaws (blue and yellow, scarlet, green winged, etc.) and large cockatoos (Moluccans, umbrellas, etc.) would enjoy 180 

cm. (6 ft.) by 270 cm. (9 ft.).  
In addition, parrots with crests or long tails need the necessary height to prevent feathers from touching the roof or floor (or grate) of the cage.  
 However, this basic arithmetic does not take the activity levels of various species into consideration. For instance, while parrots like 
caiques, lories and lorikeets) are considered rather small in size, their extraordinarily high activity levels (rather like a ferret on crack cocaine) will 
drive them to use every cubic centimetre of their cages, every single day. Consequently, they need a cage that is much larger than their size would 
indicate. Finches and canaries are also active birds, so they also need flight space. 
 As an additional note, the more toys are loaded into a cage, the less space the bird has to live and play. Haven’t we all encountered our 
dear Great-aunt Mary’s parlour that is so laden with furniture that we cannot easily move from one place to another, or lift our teacup without 
knocking something off a table with our elbows? In that vein, make certain a cage is large enough for a bird AND all those toys (and perches and 
ladders and swings and food and water bowls) that it needs! 
Safety Issues 
 When choosing the largest cage possible, one also needs to consider safe bar spacing. It is dangerous for a bird to be able to stick its 
head through the cage bars,  as it can too easily get caught and injured – perhaps fatally.  Due to this possibility, care must be taken when 
considering putting a smaller bird in a large cage. Safe bar spacing for small birds is about 1 cm. (½ in.); medium sized birds need 2 cm. (about ¾ 
in.); large species need 2.5 cm. (1 in.)  

A parrot’s beak power is another critical safety issue. Many cages have bars that are unable to stand up to the crushing power of a 
parrot’s beak, which can allow it to break welds and bend and/or break the cage bars. This is a disaster in the making.  
When assessing a cage for purchase, do not forget to run your hand all around the inside of the cage, feeling for sharp edges, metal spurs or rough 
places. Sharp edges and spurs can cause injuries, and rough patches make cleaning more difficult. 
Cage Styles 
 Cages come in a breathtaking array of styles, and again, the best cage for you and your bird will depend on the species of bird, as well 
as your own needs. Generally speaking, cages are categorized as �������� , 
 ���	��� , and 
��������  styles, with pros and cons of each. 

O��������
���
�  These have tops that open (obviously), providing holders to which you can add a perch. This enables the bird a high 
vantage point as well as the ability to re-enter the cage for food and water as needed. This style of cage might be a disadvantage for novice owners 
who are unable to get a parrot to voluntarily leave the high perch so owners can close the cage for the night. 
 ���	����
���
 : Like the open top cages, these are popular when there is little room for a parrot to spread out, and for some birds, they 
work quite well. However, if owners have not properly  trained their parrots, getting them down off a playtop cage can be a challenge. Some playtop 
cages allow you to remove the playtop to place elsewhere while parrots are taught better manners, to be returned to the original position once 
proper training is in place. 
 

  http://www.wasatchavian.com/             WAES 

Go To The Next Page 



      
 
 
 
 
��

����������	 �   http://www.wasatchavian.com/             WAES 

WAES is seeking a member to serve as club delegate to the AFA.  This person must be a current AFA 
member.  Delegates receive a discount on registration fees for the annual AFA convention.  If you are 
interested, please contact Audrey Hollaar (801-363-8086 or a.hollaar@utah.edu) for a description of the 
delegate's duties.  

 ����������
���
 : Solid top cages can be either flat or rounded (“dome top”). This style of cage does not open, nor does it have a specific 
play area attached. The dome top cages can present a trial for short (a.k.a. “height challenged”) owners trying to reach birds that hang out in the 
dome.  
 A note about decorated cages: in my opinion, birds are lovely creatures and any folderol on a cage (scrollwork, curlicues, etc.) only 
detract from that. Besides, many such decorations have been the causes of injuries to birds, as they can get caught on such gewgaws.  
The Issue of Height and So-called “Height Dominance” 
 Some parrots tend to present more problematic behaviours when they are higher than their owners, though not all do. There are various 
opinions as to why this happens, but no scientific proof on any side of the issue. What matters is that proper training (teaching a bird to step on and 
off the hand or perch) resolves the issue quite nicely. My macaw Sam is always pleased to come off the top of her dome-style cage, as she knows 
from experience that she will be rewarded with something she values – such as praise, a good scratch, or a lovely treat. 

Incidentally, keeping a bird below eye level does NOT guarantee only good behaviours, though many people seem to have come to that 
conclusion. If life with parrots were so easy! 
Cage Composition 
 Most cages are either powder coated or they are stainless steel. Powder coating means the metal is spray painted, and these cages can 
be quite attractive, as owners can choose colours that coordinate with the environment and the bird itself. On the down side, sooner or later, the 
paint on power coated cages will chip. This is not cause for alarm, though, as reputable companies can re-do powder coating at reasonable costs. 
Certainly less than replacing the cage! 
 Stainless steel cages are the crème de la crème, and many are very expensive. On the plus side, these cages can last forever, so the 
initial outlay is counterbalanced by the lack of replacement costs in the future. I am pleased to have a stainless steel cage for my blue and yellow 
macaw, and it is truly a joy to maintain. 
 
Easy Cleaning 
 This segues nicely into the next issue – that of easy cleaning. If a cage is easy to clean, you are likely to clean it more often, and this 
provides a healthier environment for a bird. From my experience, cages with cracks, gaps, ill-fitting parts and decorations tend to collect food and 
waste materials, making cleanliness next to impossible. Easy cleaning and safety far outweigh issues such as attractiveness, when it comes to 
caging.   
 
When It Comes to Caging, Cheaper is NOT Necessarily Better 
 We have all heard the stories, I’m sure. A guy buys his dream bird – a Hyacinth macaw – and then hasn’t sufficient money left over to buy 
a proper cage. So he sticks the bird in a dog crate until he can afford better. The parrot tears the dog crate apart while the owner is at work and 
destroys the house.  

The moral is obvious: Proper caging is crucial and you need to factor the cost of caging into the total cost of getting a parrot. If you cannot 
afford a proper cage, then you cannot afford the bird – and this does not even address your not being able to afford proper avian medicine, which is 
equally important!  
 If offered a �������
�����  on a new cage, please be careful. There are companies out there that sell cheap knock-off cages containing 
dangerous metals such as lead and zinc. Remember the problems in the US with baby toys from China! Please make certain that you are working 
with a reputable company that backs their products. Horror stories abound about exceptionally cheap cages purchased through sources such as 
EBay – only to find the money saved was paid to avian veterinarians in a valiant struggle to save the bird’s life from toxic cages. Remember the 
saying ����������	����������� It is especially true with cages that you get exactly what you pay for.  
 
The Ethics of Caging 
 A discussion of birdcages needs to address the ethics of caging a bird. Some people consider caging a bird to be an unnatural act that is 
tantamount to so-called “abuse” (an accusation that is thrown around entirely too often, in my opinion). The simple reality is that a spacious, well-
designed cage is no more “abusive” than a child having its own room. The human habitat is fraught with dangers of which birds (especially parrots) 
know nothing about, such as the extraordinary variety of toxic chemicals one can find under the kitchen sink. Parrots are especially prone to getting 
into trouble, as the combination of intelligence, curiosity and beak power can be lethal. I often describe parrots as “an intelligent two-year-old with a 
can opener attached to its face.” The potential for dangers are limitless! 
 Just as dogs that are properly crate trained love their crates, a parrot’s cage should be a happy place that is well-loved by a 
bird. After all, it is its playroom, its dinner table, and most importantly, its sanctuary when it would rather not be bothered by that large 
and featherless creature with whom it shares its life.  
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Please check the 
address label for 
membership 
expiration date.  

-1701Wasatch Avian
Education Society
P.O. Box 651701
Salt Lake City, Utah
84165
801-424-2589

        
 

President – Chase Kimball  
Vice President – Shawna Augustine 
Secretary – Valeriya Dubiel 
Treasurer – Audrey Hollaar 
Fundraiser –  Danielle & Robert Blanch
 

Public Relations – Elizabeth Brown  
Special Events – Susan Kelley 
Rescue Director – Gina Goodman 
Newsletter – Dennis Kelley 
Website – Kate Landfair  
 

 2009 Officers 

 

The website has a new look and gets updated 
regularly. Check for the latest news  

 http://www.wasatchavian.com/��
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Show your support - everyone sign up and become a member - it is Free! 

It's a great way for us to keep up to date with all of WAES happenings 
http://www.meetup.com/Wasatch-Avian-Education-Society-and-Bird-Club-Meetup-Group/ 


