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Click on the Chat menu   

Our speaker for June is Dr. Paul J. Bybee, who is going to tell us of the latest research 
into the connections between birds and dinosaurs. Some of you will recall that he 
spoke to us before, in February 2007, and was a very popular speaker.  He has 
graciously consented to come back again and we are very fortunate to have him.  He is 
currently a professor of biology and paleontology at Utah Valley University. 
 
Well, summer is upon us, which means time for the annual WAES picnic! This year 
we are trying something a little different, to accommodate people who have wanted to 
come in the past but had to work Saturdays. The picnic will be Sunday, August 16th 
starting at 1:00 p.m., and will be held at the home of Cari and Gregg Anders.  They 
have a beautiful home with a large backyard in the Pepperwood subdivision in Sandy, 
and we will be giving out more details in the next newsletter.  But mark your 
calendars for that date now!  And I must publicly thank Special Events director 
Susan Kelley for helping set this up. And of course I must thank Cari and Gregg for 
hosting us.                                                                                             Chase Kimball 

President’s Letter 

From WAES President Chase Kimball  
 

. You may recall that in February of 2007, we were honored to attend an interesting 
evening with Dr. Paul J. Bybee in regards to how birds and dinosaurs are closely related 
to one another. Therefore, back by popluar demand, we are pleased to announce that we 
have the honor to get the most updated information and new finds that have recently 
occurred.   
Dr. Bybee received his Ph.D. through BYU in Vertabrate Paleontology and Evolutionary 
Biology. He has been teaching for the last 15 years at the Utah Valley University 
everything from general biology to upper division biological classes including animal 
behavior and understanding embryology. Dr. Bybee has the pleasure of spending time 
with his wife, Shirley, who has 35 years of bird experience and shares their home with 
numerous exotics birds. 
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Bart is a Nanday Conure  
Bart is a cute fellow. He is friendly to his foster mother but still a bit shy of the rest of the family. 
Once he knows you he likes having his head rubbed and will take food from your hands. He 
does bite. He can be loud. He likes his swing and chew toys and loves his mirror. All test results 
is in normal ranges. He'd make a lovely pet in the right home. Vet results normal.                                
Adoption fee: 180.00 

Little Bird - Senegal 
 Little Bird is close to 22 years old. She has been in her latest home for 7 years. She is pretty much 
a one-person bird. She is very loving with her "mate" but has a vicious bite with those who are 
unlucky enough to not be 'the love of her life'. Little Bird has a wonderful repertoire of calls and 
whistles. She can mimic telephone ringers and makes Star War sounds. She says 'pretty bird' in 
several voices and will on occasions say 'what's up?' She has plucked as long as we know of. She 
does not have a cage. She had some health issues. Vet results normal.       Adoption fee: $150.00 

Timmy is a Double Yellow Head Amazon  
Timmy has lived in his last home for the past 7 years. He came to them as an abused bird, and he is 
very skittish of hands and being held. He does not trust any human. Timmy is very quite for an 
Amazon. He loves to eat just about everything, especially whole fruits, although his main diet is 
pellets. He loves to chew up wood toys and calcium perches. He enjoys being out of his cage, but 
does not feel comfortable being held. Vet results pending.             Adoption fee: 250.00 
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Pepe the Amazing Amazon, Red Lored  
Pepe is an unpredictable bird. It is estimated that he is 9 years old. He prefers to remain in his cage 
and not be handled. He is not friendly and is NOT good with children. He bites very hard. Pepe 
will step up onto a stick, and then to your hand. He will move out of the way while you change 
his food and water. He eats Pretty Bird pellets and nearly everything else he is offered. He is not 
loud, and is rather quiet for an Amazon. He only says "Hello".      Adoption Fee:  $250.00 

 
 

 

 

Introducing the following 
wonderful birds: 

Yellow Crown the Yellow Crown Amazon (Who would have guessed?) 
Yellow Crown is a Yellow Crown Amazon. He/she has been in foster care for a couple of months for 
rehabilitation. He/she has been to the vet twice since being in Rescue and the Doctor said that he/she 
is back to "whole health and is doing alot better". He/she is a complete sweetheart. Yellow Crown 
has become a great cage mate with Keiko, yet will now come to individuals easily as long as they 
both get some attention.   (More on our web site)        Adoption Fee $390.00 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Pilot the Yellow Collared Macaw  
Pilot is a male Yellow Collared Macaw. He was purchased from a pet store and he is terrified of 
people because of people poking fingers and other items in the cage bars at him, which 
absolutely traumatized him. He tries very hard to talk. He has lived with one owner for over 10 
years. He is used to living with dogs and other birds, which he has been friends with for over 10 
years. (Puddles and Tiger) Vet results normal.                       Adoption fee: $250.00 
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Jimmy - Sun Conure  
Jimmy is a Sun Conure that was hatched in 2000. He lived with an older woman in bad 
health, and got very little attention for the past several years. He was very neglected and 
wild when his foster family got him in October 2008, but with time and patience Jimmy has 
come around. Jimmy will now step up (some of the time) and will even jump on someone 
from his cage if he wants attention. He loves to ride around on your shoulder and is 
usually a good boy while he is there. He was originally on a seed diet but has been 
successfully converted to Lafeber pellets and Nutriberries. Jimmy has a little way to go to 
be fully tame, but we have no doubt that with patience he will become a loving pet. He is a 
very beautiful healthy bird. Vet results normal.                           Adoption fee: 180.00  

Tiki - Severe Macaw  
Tiki is a 6 year old Severe that was turned into the Humane Society. Tiki is in good feather 
and hasn't been properly socialized, so he can be a little nippy. Given time, he'll warm up to 
you and allow you to handle him and scratch his head. Tiki does like the sound of his own 
voice and does speak a few phrases. He enjoys playing with wood, rope and bells. He eats 
well and enjoys both cooked and raw fruits & vegetables, nuts, and muffins or bread. He 
needs to go to an experienced home where he'll be given time and attention so he can have the 
opportunity to bond with someone. Vet results pending.                            Adoption fee: 225.00 

Tikko is a Orange-winged Amazon  
Tikko is a 30 year-old Orange-winged Amazon. Tikko is shy and doesn't like to be touched but 
she will step-up, and mimic others when they speak to her. Tikko is relatively quiet but will bark 
when someone enters the room. She say a few words like "silly bird" and "hello". She eats 
Zupreem pellets but loves a variety of foods like pasta, cheese, and beans. Vet results Normal                             
Adoption fee: 250.00 
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Apollo - Muloccan Cockatoo  
To date Apollo has had a very rough life with a sad story. He has been bounced from home 
to home and came to WAES after living in a small rabbit cage on the passenger seat of a 
tractor trailer. Apollo is a very loving bird that has a lot to offer the right person who is 
willing to give him time, patience and understanding of large cockatoos. He requires a slow 
hand and can be nippy if you move too quickly. He is very vocal and is somewhat of a 
picky eater but is being worked with while in foster care to accept different foods. Apollo 
loves to play and enjoys a variety of toys including wood, ropes and plastic. He's very 
inquisitive, cuddly and has the tendency to be the velcro bird that cockatoos are known for. 
His adoption fee includes a large cage. Vet results normal.        Adoption fee: 350.00 

 

BB - Blue Fronted Amazon  
BB was turned into rescue by his owner because his new wife didn't appreciate all he had to 
offer. Initially, BB is 13 years old and in perfect feather with a glowing sheen. He was a little 
resistant to being handled at first, but a little time, a lot of patience and understanding and a 
good diet has brought him a long way. He'll now step up with no hesitation and loves to 
just hang out and watch tv on your lap. BB has a fairly impressive vocabulary and can 
whistle a variety of sounds. (More on our web site)     Vet results pending.    Adoption fee: 
275.00 

Scarlett - Timneh African Grey  
Scarlett is an 11 year old male timneh African grey parrot. In his former home, he bonded with 
his dad. In his foster home, he is cooperative with everyone. He eats ZuPreem FruitBlend, 
Nutriberries, and most nuts. Scarlett is inquisitive, anxious to please, and very food-motivated. 
He is beginning to whistle, make contact calls, and say Hello. He will be great for the person who 
wants the grey personality in a smaller package. Vet results normal.            Adoption fee: 250.00 



Page 4 of 8   http://www.wasatchavian.com/             WAES 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Max - Red Lored Amazon  
Max is a comical guy with LOTS of personality. He's approximately 25 years old and was 
turned into the Humane Society by his previous owner. He had a corneal growth on his 
eye that had to be surgically removed and most likely will never regain sight in that eye. 
His disability doesn't seem to bother him, as he loves attention. He eats very well, steps on 
on command and has a fairly large vocabulary for a Red Lored. While in rescue, Max has 
shown a preference for men, but will also accept women and will step up for nearly 
anyone. Max is going to be a great companion with very few demands. Vet results 
pending.  Adoption fee: 250.00 

Cecil - Greenwing Macaw  
Cecil is a DNA sexed male who is beautiful bird in both appearance and personality. He's 
in perfect feather and takes very good care of himself. He's got a very gentle nature and is 
very social with both men and woman and is vocal. Cecil calls all foods "cracker", asks 
you "Whatcha eatin?" Says "go bye bye!" and a host of other phrases. He was purchased as 
an egg, incubated and hand fed since the day he hatched by the same family. He is 18 
years old and was housed with a blue & gold macaw and a military macaw. He is not bird 
aggressive and takes treats very gently from your hand. He loves to be held and was 
stepping up for us on the fourth day. His adoption feed includes a playtop Cal Cage. Vet 
results: Pending  Adoption fee: $400 
 Bijou - Blue & Gold Macaw  

Once out of her shell, Bijou opened up and became quite the social girl! She is 
very vocal and has quite an extensive vocabulary for a macaw. Her foster mom 
reports that Bijou is affectionate and loving, greets you at the beginning of the day 
and ends with a "B..B... bye!". Bijou was housed in the same cage with Cecil and 
shared her life with Lilly, a Military Macaw. She's 18 years old, and like Cecil, was 
purchased as an egg and handfed from hatching. She's only had 1 prior family 
who loved her very much, but were older and could not keep up with 3 large 
macaws any longer. Bijou does have a slight hip deformity that's been present 
since birth and has never affected her. She'll step up without a problem and allow 
you to pet her. Vet Results: pending   Adoption fee: $300 

Buddy - Umbrella Cockatoo  
Buddy has been through several homes and is thought to be 22 years old. His 
owner surrendered him due to a change in circumstances in the home and 
wanted a better life for him. Buddy is a sweet boy but extremely shy, will not 
step up for us yet but will allow us to pet him. He can be nippy and needs a 
slow, gentle hand. He does not talk but he does have a very loud contact call 
and uses it frequently to get attention. . (More on our web site)      Vet Results: 
pending Adoption fee: $300 
 Lilly - Military Macaw  

Lily is an 18-20 year old Military Macaw. Lily lived her entire life with one 
family who is now elderly and felt they could not care for her any longer. In her 
foster home lily is a delight although she prefers women and is a one person 
bird for the most part. She is not a screamer and is quiet and good in her cage 
and is stick trained and knows to step up. She talks a little and may talk more 
after she gets to know you. She is a good eater and loves people food. she is a 
cuddler and will sit on your lap for hours and is content just to be near you.. . . 
(More on our web site)      Vet results: Pending     Adoption fee: $300 



                                                                                                                  
  
                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                
 
   
 
  

 
WAES meetings offer not only 

educational lectures but also the 
opportunity to socialize with other 

parrot enthusiasts over light 
refreshments. 
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WAES' Meet Up Group! 
 

Show your support - everyone sign up and become a member - it 
is Free! 

It's a great way for us to keep up to date with all of WAES happenings 
 

http://www.meetup.com/Wasatch-Avian-Education-Society-and-Bird-
Club-Meetup-Group/ 

Reubon - Umbrella Cockatoo  
Reubon is a 5 year Umbrella cockatoo who spent his entire life in a pet store from Southern Utah. 
He is a very active and playful bird but tends to nip and bite when he doesn't get his way. His 
favorite game is trying to make you jump, so having him on the floor isn't a good idea. He does has 
some plucking issues that we're trying to resolve while in rescue, however, there's a possibility 
that his feathers may not grow back. He does talk, says "Hello!, I'm a naughty bird" and various 
other things. He has responded well to positive reinforcement training and seems to understand 
the concept. He is handleable and seems to take to new people rather well. Reubon was brought 
into rescue without a cage or any supplies to accommodate him. Vet results: Pending.                                    
Adoption fee: $350.00 
 

Sabine - Female Eclectus  
Sabine is a 9 year old female Eclectus is perfect feather. She was raised as a baby by her 
previous owner, however, a change in circumstances prompted her to turn her into rescue 
for placement. She does talk and seems quite affectionate with the person she bonds to. She 
doesn't typically play with toys and eats a variety of foods including fresh vegetables, pellet 
and fruit. She does come with a cal cage. Vet results: Pending.  
 
Adoption fee: $350.00 

 Bonk - Citron Crested Cockatoo  
We think Bonk is a girl. What she lacks in appearance, she makes up for with a huge 
personality. Although she has shown improvement with her feather barbering, she has a few 
areas that might have permanent follicle damage. Bonk has a big vocabulary for a cockatoo. She 
says "I'm an eagle", and "Bonka-Bird", meows like a cat, and makes a variety of cute noises and 
whistles. She even tries to sing along with the radio sometimes. She seems to be a happy bird, 
and only has occasional screaming outbursts like a typical cockatoo. She is a very good eater 
especially if it's warm and soft. The only downfall is that she does not like men and will go out 
of her way to bite them if she can. Bonk tends to be a one-person bird picking a female as her 
one and only to love to cuddle with. She is a little bossy with other birds, but doesn not seem 
outright agressive toward them. Vet results: Normal                               Adoption fee: $250.00 

 

Thanks to the following for putting in the hours at 
Tracy Aviary: Urban Bird Festival  

2009 
Audrey Hollaar 
Madeleine Franco  
Gayle Chellis  
Chase Kimball 
Valeriya Dubiel & Daughter 
Yuliya Petukhova 
Gina Goodman  
Susan Kelley & Dennis Kelley 
Laura Liddle & Darin Liddle 

Thank You!!!            Susan Kelley for the snack food last month 

AFA Convention August 5 - 8  
Please join us for the 35th annual convention of the American Federation of 
Aviculture in Houston, TX on August 5 - 8, 2009.  Early registration ends 
June 18th.  Please go to the website:   
http://www.afabirds.org/2009_Convention/index.shtml   
to register and see the list of speakers.  Donations of bird-related items for 
the raffle tables are welcomed and needed. 
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Heartfelt Thoughts From a Reformed Parrot Breeder  

  by Tina Usher, The Parrot’s Perch       

 http://www.parrotsperch.com/index.htm 

Copyright 2008 The Parrot’s Perch. All Rights Reserved. 

 

I'm Tina Usher, and all of my life I have been captivated by all types of birds.  First, I would like to give you some of my history.  I 
own and operate The Parrot’s Perch, a small home-based aviary just outside of Chicago, IL.  I have been breeding and raising 
Moluccan, Umbrella and Medium Sulphur Crested (Elenora) Cockatoos, Green Wing Macaws and African Greys.   

My breeding pairs inhabit the upstairs of my house, with the cockatoos and macaws in one room and the greys in the other.  Upstairs 
they have the advantage of fresh air and natural sunshine.  They get to see the dawn and dusk, the tree tops filled with birds and can 
appreciate the sound of rainfall.  They also have their own stereo on which I play nature CD’s, classical music and occasionally some 
soft jazz.  I love my feathered children and continually pursue giving them the best life they can have in captivity. 

I have never shipped my babies or sold to pet shops because I always screened the potential new parents.  Included with each baby was 
a lengthy consultation on proper care, understanding behavior and hands on training to learn proper handling techniques.  Even if they 
were experienced bird people, we still covered everything to make sure we were “on the same page”.  Also, I am always available to 
my clients to answer questions or help guide them through a difficulty.  I feel that I brought these babies into this world and it is my 
responsibility to make sure they are going to be properly cared for and have a much loved, healthy, happy life. 

As a responsible and devoted breeder for 25 years it is because of this great love that I have for my birds that I have had a gradual 
change of heart about breeding.  I cannot pinpoint exactly how or when it started, there was no big epiphany, just an awareness and a 
feeling that grew and grew.  How can I justify bringing more birds into a world where… 

. . . THERE ARE COUNTLESS UNWANTED PET BIRDS IN NEED OF LOVING HOMES.
Almost every day I receive emails and telephone calls from people who have decided to give up their bird, hoping I’ll want it.  I talk to 
them hoping I can help them to change their minds, but so far I have had little luck.  Many even call our two local zoos thinking they 
would be thrilled to take their birds, and are shocked when they are turned down.  I explain to them that the zoos receive calls like 
theirs everyday; they operate a zoo, not a rescue for all the unwanted pets.  The zoos don’t even have the room to take in all these 
unwanted birds.  I try to help these people find a good home for their birds, by contacting friends, clients and acquaintances to see if 
they have room to take in one more.  Unfortunately now, I have exhausted all my resources and have to refer them to the local 
rescues and clubs.  Sadly, our local rescues and clubs are bursting at the seams.  They are filled to capacity and are unable to accept 
anymore.  I feel sad and helpless.  What is the fate of all these unwanted companion birds?  
Having become truly aware and concerned about the overpopulation of countless homeless birds, I feel the time is now that I begin a 
new journey.  So, for starters, The Parrot’s Perch has decided to no longer breed the cockatoos and macaws.  They have a permanent 
home with me, I have just retired them.  For now, during my transition I have to raise a few African Greys while I pursue my dream 
of opening a desperately needed avian rescue/sanctuary here in the Chicagoland area. 

A few years back I began to realize my birds may out live me and I need to have a plan for their future.  Where will they go?  Who will 
take them and love and care for them like I do? I don’t want to see them in the hands of an unethical breeder, stuck in someone’s dark, 
damp basement.  I want them retired and living out their lives well taken care of and happy.  In the past, I had fleeting thoughts of this 
and did some research.  I had contacted Parrot Jungle and a couple of out-of-state sanctuaries, but no one was interested in taking my 
pairs when the time came.  So the procrastinator that I am, I easily pushed it off to the side to worry about later.  This is another 
reason I am pursuing opening a rescue/sanctuary: to insure the destiny of my pairs.    
 
Not only is there a crisis of the overpopulation of homeless companion birds, but since I am a breeder, I thought about the thousands 
of breeding pairs out there.  I’ve noticed that all the breeders I know of, myself included, are all “getting up in age”.  Thankfully, I am 
not seeing the younger generation getting into breeding birds, but… 

                        . . . WHAT IS THE FATE OF ALL OF THESE THOUSANDS OF BREEDING PAIRS? 
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Go To The Next Page 
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WAES is seeking a member to serve as club delegate to the AFA.  This person must be a current 
AFA member.  Delegates receive a discount on registration fees for the annual AFA convention.  
If you are interested, please contact Audrey Hollaar (801-363-8086 or a.hollaar@utah.edu) for a 
description of the delegate's duties.  

Where are they going to have to go?  Who will or can take care of all of them?  The rescues that we currently have are filled to 
capacity with companion birds.  These breeders are mostly wild caught, up in age, not socialized to be companions, nor do they want 
to be at this stage of their lives.  Many have been maintained as mere money makers in large production mills.  They need somewhere 
to go to live out their lives when their owners get too old or sick.  We have brought them here.  We are responsible for their well 
being.  They deserve to live out their lives well taken care of and happy! 
 
Unfortunately, I can see in the very near future that we will have to euthanize the unwanted birds like we do with our cats and dogs. 
There is public awareness about the cat and dog overpopulation.  WE NEED TO MAKE THE PUBLIC AWARE OF THIS CRISIS.  
We all have to do our part to get the word out on this and now.  As I have been predicting, just the other day I got an email from a 
local bird club of a flyer notifying anyone interested, that a large factory breeder in North Carolina has cancer and can no longer care 
for his parrots.  He has arranged to transport his birds to Florida to be auctioned off - not just a few birds, but over 500 large parrots!  
It also says that he has arranged with one of the national humane societies in Florida to take the birds that are not sold.  Well, what 
does that mean?  Are they equipped to take in a multitude of parrots?  Especially breeder pairs that are not adoptable?  I doubt it, 
because who is?  Does this mean that the humane society will “humanely dispose” of them?   
 
Everyone, in every aspect of this industry, needs to be made aware of this crisis of birds whose people no longer want them or can 
care for them and that includes breeders too.  Bird enthusiasts need to get proactive in these areas; we need to inform the public so 
that they are made aware of this situation.  People need to know that there are rescues filled with wonderful birds that need loving 
homes.  They need to be aware of the option they have to adopt a bird in need from a rescue, so they don’t unknowingly just run out 
to the pet shops and breeders to buy a bird.  Most people are uninformed and don’t even realize adoption is an option... 
 

. . WE NEED A PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
 
Most of us breeders love our birds and breeding and raising babies.  I know I do, but at what cost?  With every baby we bring into this 
world, are we depriving a bird in a rescue of a home?  Are we, perhaps unknowingly, the major contributors to the overpopulation 
crisis? 
  
Breeders…what will happen to your breeder pairs when you can no longer provide for them?  Have you made provisions for their 
future?  Do they have a place to go?  Someone willing to take care of them for the rest of their lives?  Or will your breeder pairs end 
up at a local humane society to be “humanely disposed” of?  I wonder if this is not already a hidden dirty little secret... 
 
                                                                                                                          . . . BREEDERS NEED TO BE MORE BENEVOLENT. 
 
The avian publications have regular monthly columns written by experts on various subjects.  There is a definite need for a regular 
monthly column featuring our rescue and sanctuary profession.  It could be written by a staff columnist featuring various rescues and 
sanctuaries or by an owner of a shelter.  Articles could be written on topics such as: how they started their rescue, how to start your 
own rescue, how they run their operation, deal with the influx of birds, maintain their birds, raise funds etc.  The subject matter 
would be endless.  Occasionally I see a small article here or there, but our rescues and sanctuaries provide an invaluable service to our 
industry and it’s time they were highlighted. This will help to inform and educate the public, as well as hopefully inspire others to get 
involved in the field of parrot welfare.  We need our industry’s publications to support our shelters by contributing their share... 
 

. . . WE NEED MONTHLY COLUMNS HIGHLIGHTING OUR SHELTERS.

I have a friend who has a local nonprofit parrot refuge.  I asked him why he doesn’t go to the bird clubs and conventions and lecture on 
this topic.  He said he has tried, but since there are members of the clubs who are breeders, they don’t want to hear from him.  I find 
that shocking!  The truth hurts so let’s just ignore it?  Ignorance may be bliss for you… 

. . . BUT NOT FOR ALL THE UNWANTED BIRDS THAT END UP AT SHELTERS!!

This is the Next page 
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President – Chase Kimball  
Vice President – Shawna Augustine 
Secretary – Valeriya Dubiel 
Treasurer – Audrey Hollaar 
Fundraiser –  Danielle & Robert Blanch
 

Public Relations – Elizabeth Brown  
Special Events – Susan Kelley 
Rescue Director – Gina Goodman 
Newsletter – Dennis Kelley 
Website – Kate Landfair  
 

 2009 Officers 

 

The website has a new look and gets updated 
regularly. Check for the latest news  

 http://www.wasatchavian.com/  

Affiliated with American Federation of Aviculture: WAES Delegates:  (1 opening) 
Utah State Coordinator: Audrey Hollaar, a.hollaar@utah. edu  801-363-8086.  
Western Region Director: Lisa McManus, conurecare@comcast.net  720-936-4016. 

 
New sletters can be  sent by postal mail or e -
mail. The e-mail version is in color  and no 

w aiting. Please send your e-mail address to: 
utahparrot@yahoo.com 

 
 

Dr. M. Scott Echols, our fabulous speaker from December,  
is now practicing with Dr. Doug Folland at Parrish Creek Vet Clinic on Tuesdays.  You 
can schedule an appointment with Dr. Echols by calling Parrish Creek at 801-298-

2014.  Calling 801-298-9093 and leaving a message can arrange any other business 
for Dr. Echols. 


