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OUR March SPEAKER IS: 
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I want to thank Jen Dummer again for giving our bird care lecture for our February meeting.  Jen hopes to 
give this lecture for our foster and adoptive parronts in the future, and this will be a great service to us.  She 
has also agreed to give the lecture both May 9th and 10th at the Urban Bird Festival that Tracy Aviary will 
be holding on those dates. To quote from what they sent me: 
 
"The goal of our festival is to celebrate urban birds and teach people how easy and accessible birding is.  It 
will be held May 9th and 10th from 9am to 6pm and we will have live music, art booths, food and various 
educational activities for individuals and families.  We will also have two new exhibits open to the public 
and we expect at least a few thousand people throughout the weekend with the new two day format." 
 
I plan for us to have a booth there both days, and as noted Jen will be giving her lecture.  If any of you have 
other ideas of things we could be doing during the festival, I hope you will let one of the board members 
know.  I see this festival as a great membership-enhancing activity, and I hope many of you will participate. 
 
I am very excited about our March speaker, Steve Chindgren.  Steve has spoken to us a few times in the past.  
He trains the birds for the bird show they give during the summers at Hogle Zoo.  He also trains birds for 
movies and television; he worked extensively on the "Touched By An Angel" show, which used to shoot 
locally.  He is highly experienced with all kinds of birds, and he is an excellent speaker, so I urge you all to 
attend and bring your friends too. 

President’s Letter From WAES President Chase Kimball  
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*** ANNOUNCEMENT ***  
 

Dr. M. Scott Echols, our fabulous speaker from December,  
is now practicing with Dr. Doug Folland at Parrish Creek Vet Clinic on Tuesdays.  You can 

schedule an appointment with Dr. Echols by calling Parrish Creek at 801-298-2014.  Any 
other business for Dr. Echols can be arranged by calling 801-298-9093 and leaving a message. 
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It is easier to understand parrot behavior if you look at the situation from the parrot’s point-of –view. Five 
important things to consider when looking at parrot behavior are that parrots are flock animals and are preyed 
upon in the wild, are often sleep deprived and bored in human households and use verbal, as well as, body 
language to communicate.  
 
FIVE FUNDAMENTAL THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT PARROTS FLOCK ANIMALS: 
 
   •Flock animals live their lives in a group and some in mated pairs within a group. The group survival depends on 
     every member looking out for the group. This means that parrots will often let their human flock know when  
     something is not right in the household. (i.e. fire, intruder, hawk outside, doorbell, etc.) 
 
   •Flock animals keep in contact with each other verbally. Your parrot may greet you when you leave. Tell them  
     you are leaving and when you will be back. Greet them right away when you return. 
 
   •Flock animals are VERY SOCIAL. They will want to be around the human flock when you are home. Socialize 
     your parrot by introducing them to new people, places and things. Change should be a routine part of their  
     Lives. 
 
   •Introduce new people to your parrot slowly. Parrots may not accept handling from people they do not know or  
     like. A parrot usually needs time to assess whether or not a stranger is OK. (Unknown things in the wild can  
     kill them, so instinct tells them to be wary, until they determine that they are safe). Learn their body language  
     and you will know when your parrot is comfortable with a person or situation. 
 
PREY ANIMALS: Animals that are preyed upon are aware of what is going on in their environment. A distracted 
parrot in the wild might become “dinner” for a hawk or eagle. Parrots in the home environment might see a dog, 
cat, snake, or even a small child as a predator. 
Small children often move fast and “swoop down “ on a parrot like a predator. Parrots often respond by biting. 
Help children to calm down before approaching a parrot. Small children should be supervised around a parrot.  
 
SLEEP DEPRIVED: Parrots living in human households often do not get enough sleep. They need to have 10 to 
12 hours of sleep in a darkened, quiet room. (Night-lights are OK). Parrots in the wild must stay wary of predators, 
even at night. If your parrot is trying to sleep in a bedroom, every time you move your parrot will stir. A TV room 
or any other room that has human activity will also keep your parrot from getting a good night’s sleep. Try using a 
bird room or separate “sleep cage” in a quite room. Quality sleep can sometimes solve behavioral problems.  
 
BOREDOM: Another important issue with companion parrots is that bored birds “create their own entertainment”, 
like screaming, chewing the wood table or their feathers among other equally unacceptable activities. Give your 
bird activities to do, including: 
 
   •A variety of toys to play with. 
   •Several play areas (inside the cage, on a “T” stand in one room and on a play gym in another room, for 
     example). 
   •Time to play with you or just be in the same room with you. 
   •A wide variety of food items (pellets, seed, vegetables, fruits). Try hiding food inside things like boxes or paper  
     towels or hanging food through bars. 
   •Teach your parrot tricks. 
   •Take your parrot on a car trip to visit family. 
                                                                                                                                        Continued on next page 6 
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WAES is seeking a member to serve as club delegate to the AFA.  This person must be a current AFA member.  
Delegates receive a discount on registration fees for the annual AFA convention.  If you are interested, please contact 
Audrey Hollaar (801-363-8086 or a.hollaar@utah.edu) for a description of the delegate's duties. �
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Show your support - everyone sign up and 

become a member - it is Free! 
It's a great way for us to keep up to date with 

all of WAES happenings 
 

http://www.meetup.com/Wasatch-Avian-
Education-Society-and-Bird-Club-Meetup-

Group/ 
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-1701Wasatch Avian
Education Society
P.O. Box 651701
Salt Lake City, Utah
84165
801-424-2589
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President – Chase Kimball  
Vice President – Shawna Augustine 
Secretary – Valeriya Dubiel 
Treasurer – Audrey Hollaar 
Fundraiser – Danielle & Robert Blanch  
�

Public Relations – Elizabeth Brown  
Special Events – Susan Kelley 
Rescue Director – Candi Foster 
Newsletter – Dennis Kelley 
Website – Kate Landfair 
�
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Affiliated with American Federation of Aviculture: ���������	
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N e w s l e t t e r s  c a n  b e  s e n t  b y  p o s t a l  m a i l  o r  e -

m a i l .  T h e  e - m a i l  v e r s i o n  i s  i n  c o l o r  a n d  n o  
w a i t i n g .  P l e a s e  s e n d  y o u r  e - m a i l  a d d r e s s  t o :  

u t a h p a r r o t @ y a h o o . c o m  
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